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18th March 2026

Dear families,

We are writing to reassure you following recent news reports about a number of cases of invasive
meningococcal disease in Kent. The health response is being carefully managed by national public
health organisations, including the UK Health Security Agency and the NHS.

At present, there is no indication of increased risk to our school community. However, we
understand that hearing about such cases can be concerning, and we want to ensure you feel
informed and reassured.

Meningococcal disease is rare but can be serious. It includes conditions such as meningitis and
septicaemia. It is important to be aware of the signs and symptoms, which can include:

e A high temperature (fever)

e Severe headache

e Vomiting

e Astiff neck

e Sensitivity to light

e Drowsiness or difficulty waking

e Arash that does not fade when pressed

If your child becomes unwell and you are concerned, please seek medical advice promptly by
contacting your GP or calling NHS 111. In an emergency, call 999.

The NHS vaccination programme already provides strong protection against several types of
meningococcal disease, and ensuring your child’s vaccinations are up to date is the best way to
reduce risk.

Public health teams are continuing to monitor the situation closely, and guidance will be updated if
needed. For those who would like more information, helpful resources are available from the UK
Health Security Agency, including guidance on symptoms, risks, and how to protect your family.

We will continue to keep you informed if there are any developments relevant to our school. In the

meantime, please be reassured that situation like this are handled with great care and expertise by
health professionals.
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Please see the following link if you would like to read more about meningitis -
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/31/what-is-meningitis-symptoms-risks-and-how-to-protect-

yourself/

Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,
Mr ). Lee

Head of School
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